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Those who love and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
demonstrate their faith by their actions. Practicing 
hospitality in the home expresses kindness and love for 
others. The Bible provides some excellent examples of 
hospitality that give glory to God. In Joshua 2, Rahab, in 
giving lodging and showing kindness to the Israelite spies, 
proved her faith by her hospitality and protection of these 
godly men. Rahab’s example may challenge patterns of 
entertaining today. How frequently do you respond with 
an open door to opportunities to enjoy Christian conversa-
tion and prayer with God’s people? Is your home a place 
of refuge from the world, or is it also an appropriate place 
to practice Christian hospitality? How can people with 
special needs know the love of Jesus through you? God 
gives opportunities to prepare the next generation for 
Christian service, outreach and hospitality.

Hospitality to Christians
Be alert for opportunities to provide hospitality to 

others in the church. Great Christian fellowship occurs 
when you host missionaries, teachers, visiting pastors 
and other servants needing a meal or lodging. God may 
greatly bless your children through years of meeting the 
faithful servants He uses to build up His Church. Times of 
cordial fellowship make Christian living something to be 
respected, admired and desired.

Hospitality to Non-Christians
Lovingly reach out to non-Christian relatives, neigh-

bors, friends and co-workers through your hospitality. 
Offer a simple mealtime prayer of gratitude for God’s  
provision of food, beverages and friends. Gracious con-
versation is an opportunity available to everyone. Talk 
about topics that interest your guests. Your expressed 
interest in them may open the door to talk about the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Hospitality to Your Child’s Friends
Consider opening your home often to your child’s 

friends. Your hospitality provides an opportunity to witness 
to children who may have no exposure to a household that 
follows Christ. Interaction with your family may be the 
first time your child’s friend hears prayer before a meal, 
sees a godly, loving relationship between a husband and 
wife, or participates in a Bible devotion after a meal. God 
can use your home to open the eyes of children whose 
homes do not display a love, focus and devotion to God. 

One mom shares how much God blessed their family 
as they frequently welcomed children and teenagers for 

an early morning breakfast or dinner after a busy day. 
When school activities occurred, this family offered their 
home as a gathering place. The youth were welcomed and 
blessed to be around a family that loves God and showed 
interest and care for them personally. The family extended 
the unconditional love of Christ to them. Opportunities 
like this are a great way to train your school-age children 
to serve and care for their friends with meaningful fellow-
ship and laughter.

Include Your Child in Hospitality 
Begin including your children, from a young age, 

in special dinners with friends and relatives. Teach and 
require good manners from your children at daily meal 
times. Ensure that you model the good manners you  
expect them to show your guests. If these behaviors are 
not your family practice, begin today. Ask God to help 
you. Perhaps someone in your church or BSF group can 
give you some practical advice and pray with and for you 
as you begin. Flexibility is essential when entertaining 
with children. The best-laid plans sometimes go amiss. 
Tired, hungry children may require special care before 
they become disruptive. Young children may need a nap 
or a snack to keep them from becoming irritable until 
mealtime. Be willing to give up rigid formality for a 
relaxed atmosphere. Perhaps a backyard picnic is better 
than a formal dinner. Make hospitality in your home plea-
surable and rewarding. Encourage your children to help 
in some ways with preparation and cleanup. Entrusting 
simple tasks to your children gives them ownership and 
joy in participating.

Children benefit from interaction with people outside 
their family circle. When entertaining Christians, older 
children learn to recognize and respect godly character-
istics. When entertaining non-Christians, your children 
see your heart to reach non-believers and learn practical 
ways to evangelize. Allow your children to plan some of 
the activities and to participate in praying for and with the 
guests. Practice meaningful conversations that involve 
both listening and thoughtful response. 

Practical Ideas for Meals
Let children help plan the menu, prepare the food, set 

the table, serve beverages or make simple place cards that 
include a Scripture verse or a question to answer. Your 
child may want to ask God to bless the meal and your 
guests. Plan to sing some familiar hymns or songs your 
child enjoys. Distribute one or two questions or topics 
per person to discuss during the meal time. For example: 
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Describe your most enjoyable vacation. What is the most 
unusual gift you have given or received? What is your 
favorite book of the Bible and why? Name someone for 
whom you are thankful and why. Name a hero and why 
you look up to him or her. At age ___, what was your 
favorite subject in school and why? 

Overcome Feelings of Inadequacy
Sometimes a feeling of inadequacy causes you to pass 

up opportunities to influence your children in this way. 

The most important aspect of hospitality is not the food 
or the setting. The time spent focusing on the person of 
Christ, learning about the lives of new friends, convers-
ing and laughing together is most important. The love of 
the Lord Jesus expressed in genuine hospitality to His 
people is the goal of Christian fellowship, not the dishes, 
the house or the choice of food being served. Thank God 
for what He has given you, and take pleasure in sharing it! 
Do not apologize for what God has given you or not given 
you. Use His gifts wisely for His glory!


